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•'•• . WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 

' -•" Washington, D. C. 

COLORADO PLACER GOLD MINING SEASONAL EXEMPTION MADE FINAL 

Seasonal exemption from the hours p r o v i s i o n s of the Fa i r Labor Standards 

Act for the open-cut mining of p l a c e r gold i n Colorado was made f i n a l today by 

t h e Yfage and Hour Div i s ion , U. S, Department of Labor, (Federal Reg i s t e r 

Apr i l 30 , 1940) Colorado i s t h u s added t o t h e l i s t of o the r Western S t a t e s in 

which p l a c e r gold mining ope ra to r s have been gran ted seasona l exanp t ion . 

Gold p l a c e r mining opera tors . , i n t h e a rea covered by the Federal exemption 

g ran t ed , a re permi t ted t o work t h e i r ^ ip loyees 12 hours a d£.y or 56 hours a 

week for not more than 14 workwe .;ks i n t h e aggregate i n any ca lendar year w i t h ­

out the n e c e s s i t y of paying them time and one-hal f for ove r t ime . Under Coloradc 

law, however, the workday i s l i m i t e d t o 8 hours and t h u s t h e exemption xvould 

penn i t a workweek of s ix or seven 8-hour daya, • -

P r e v i o u s l y , s i m i l a r f i nd ings had been approved for Alaska and the s t a t e s 

of Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington and Wyoming, 

and have s ince been made f i n a l , Tifage and Hour r e g u l a t i o n s provide t h a t any 

aggr ieved p a r t y may f i l e w i th t h e Admin i s t r a to r an o b j e c t i o n to the f indings 

w i t h i n a pe r iod of 15 days . No o b j e c t i o n s were f i l e d t o a p r e l im ina ry d e t e r ­

mina t ion , t h a t a prima fac ie case had been shown fbr g r an t ing exemption. 

The exemption a p p l i e s only t o maximum hours provided for i n tho Act and in 

no way a f f e c t s the minimum wage of 30 cen t s per hour . A p u b l i c hoar ing on the 

a p p l i c a t i o n s for seasonal exemption for p l a c e r gold mining ope ra t ions made by 

ope ra to r s in Alaska and tho Northv/estern S t a t e s was held on June 19 and 20, 

1939 in Washington. At t h a t t i m e , Colorado o p e r a t o r s did not j o i n i n t h e 

a p p l i c a t i o n . 
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